Meeting the Moment: Reimagining Disability Support in an Era of Growing Participation
AHEAD Conference 2026: Submission Form

To submit a proposal for the Meeting the Moment AHEAD Conference 2027, please complete this Submission Form and return to events@ahead.ie by 5.00 pm (UTC+1) on Sunday 25th October 2026. 

Conference Title: Meeting the Moment: Reimagining Disability Support in an Era of Growing Participation
Conference Dates: 3-4th March 2027
Conference Location: The Convention Centre Dublin (CCD) and online 

AHEAD Ireland is inviting submissions for the upcoming Meeting the Moment Conference 2027.  We invite researchers, leaders, policymakers, educators, students, and disability support staff from across tertiary education to explore innovative approaches to maintain effective disability support and uphold human rights as disabled student engagement in tertiary education continues to rise.  

Contributions should align with one of the following three themes:
1. Innovative Models of Disability Support: Share projects, initiatives or institutional approaches that are rethinking how disability support is designed and delivered. Contributions may focus on new service models, cross-institutional collaboration, technology-enhanced service delivery, partnership approaches or other innovations that respond to increasing demand while maintaining high-quality, personalised support.
2. Elevating Lived Experience: Showcase projects, partnerships and structures that place disabled students and staff at the centre of meaningful institutional change through co-creation, participatory practice and lived experience leadership.  This theme celebrates initiatives that amplify the voice of disabled students and staff, recognising lived experience as a vital source of expertise and fostering a culture where disabled perspectives are valued, imbedded, and influential. 
3. Big Ideas to Meet the Moment: A space for bold thinking, emerging concepts and constructive debate. We welcome thought-provoking proposals that challenge existing assumptions, explore future directions or stimulate discussion about the systems change needed to support disability inclusion over the coming decade.  We encourage innovative, ambitious, and even unconventional ideas that have the potential to inspire new ways of thinking.
4. Research in the Field: Present new research, evaluation or evidence relating to disability support, disability inclusion or any of the conference themes, helping to strengthen the evidence base for policy and practice.

To find out more about the conference including descriptions of submission formats, please visit the Meeting the Moment Submissions website.
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	Meeting the Moment- AHEAD Conference 2027

	Title of Proposal (max 15 words): 
	

	Note on length/format: 
	Note that we are note able to guarantee your desired length or format of submission but will try our best.

	What theme does your submission align with? (delete others):
	1. Innovative Models of Disability Support
2. Elevating Lived Experience
3. Big Ideas to Meet the Moment
4. Research in the Field

	Desired Format (delete others): 
	· Interactive Workshop (45 min)
· Short Presentation (15 min)
· Lightning Talk (6 min)
· Exhibition: posted, technology, etc.
· Other


	Max 50-word synopsis (if selected this may be used in conference attendee pack): 
	

	Max 150-word full proposal: 
	

	Please summarise the key takeaway lesson from your project that you would intend the audience to come away with (one or two sentences):   
	


	WORKSHOPS – Please summarise how you will engage the audience:  
	

	Please link to any additional resources that may be useful/of interest to those watching the presentation: 
	

	Country of Origin: 
	 

	Accessibility Requirements (e.g. sign language for contributors – we will cater for audience needs): 
	 

	Names and Number of Contributors Involved: 
	 




	Co-Contributor 1 

	Name:  
(as you would like it to appear on our website) 
	 

	If you would like to provide your pronouns, please do so here: 
	 

	Organisation (if applicable, as you would like it to appear): 
	

	Position (if applicable, as you would like it to appear):
	 

	Email Address: 
	 

	Mobile Phone Number: 
(please include country code)
	 

	Biography (maximum 50 words):  



 
	Co-Contributor 2 

	Name:  
(as you would like it to appear on our website) 
	

	If you would like to provide your pronouns, please do so here:
	 

	Organisation (if applicable, as you would like it to appear): 
	

	Position (if applicable, as you would like it to appear):
	 


	Email Address: 
	  

	Mobile Phone Number: 
(please include country code)
	 

	Biography (maximum 50 words): 
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