Submission to GATHER 2026, an online Assistive Technology Event 

AHEAD in partnership with AONTAS (the National Adult Learning Organisation) and the National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA), are delighted to bring you GATHER, a free 3 day online assistive technology (AT) event taking place on the 19th, 20th, and 21st of May 2026.
We are looking for entry submissions which share ideas and insights about the multifaceted topic of Assistive Technology and how it forms a part of student and learner success. With Universal Design at its core, the goals of GATHER are to: 
· Bring educators and support professionals from community education, further and higher education together to informally learn from experts and each other about all things AT; 
· Raise awareness about the broad range of available AT and how to use it, with a strong focus on assistive features within free and mainstream technologies;  
· Encourage educators to model AT use in their teaching to increase awareness and normalise usage; 
· Share knowledge of how to build inclusive learning environments for students and learners with disabilities;
· Explore barriers to embedding AT in education; and  
· Highlight success stories. 
To enter a submission for GATHER 2026, please complete the following submission form and email it to events@ahead.ie by 5.00pm on Friday 17th April 2026. Expanded information including selection criteria can be found below the form. Counsellors 

Submission Form
	Title of Proposal: 
	 



	Name(s) of contributor(s) involved:
	


	Organisation and position:

	

	Desired format (remove others): 
	· 15-minute practical demonstration/ lightning session
· 30–45-minute workshop/presentation
· 10–20-minute pre-recorded video
· Choose your own: we encourage new and different methods of sharing information



	Synopsis (Max 50 words):
 
	 



	Full proposal (Max 150 words):





	 



	Country:

	

	Email Address:

	

	Phone number (please include country code):
	

	Twitter handle (if applicable):

	

	Biography of lead contributor (Max 50 words)



	

	Additional accessibility Requirements of contributor(s):
	 



Selection Criteria 
All event submissions will be reviewed by the event Committee. Selection criteria include but is not limited to:
· Relevance of proposal to the Audience
· Clear Outcomes for Audience
· Quality of Submission
Providing and delivering accessible content is an important part of AHEAD’s mission. Therefore, we prefer submissions that take accessibility into account.  AHEAD staff are always happy to help anyone who would like support around making their content and delivery more accessible.

Extra Information
Please note that due to the limited presentation slots AHEAD may offer you a different format than your first choice. 
By submitting an entry to GATHER, you agree that your entry will involve no self-promotion or self-directed financial interest. The purpose of GATHER is focused on information and best-practice sharing and collaboration and should involve no commercial gain or promotion. 
GDPR: By an entry to GATHER, your entry is forwarded to the relevant individual(s) in our organisation. The sender’s email address will only be visible to staff tasked with dealing with the GATHER conference. Please be aware that it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure that the content of their emails is within the bounds of the law. Unsolicited material of a criminal nature will be reported to the relevant authorities and blocked. We have taken IT measures to ensure that our email/PC security is of a high standard and have introduced a data protection code of practice to promote secure staff practices around passwords and use of mobile devices.
